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LITHUANIAN-POLISH  1863-1864  INSURRECTION  TABLE  MEDALS 


By  HENRY  L.  GAIDIS 

Since  the  restoration  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  in  1991,  a 
great  deal  of  honors  have  been  conferred  upon  the  Lithuanian  partisans 
who  fought  and  died  in  a vain  attempt  at  saving  their  country  from 
Soviet  and  Nazi  occupation  during  the  1939-1952  period.  Although 
their  heroic  struggle  is  unique  among  European  nations  in  the  post-war 
period,  their  heroic  struggle  was  a continuation  of  attempts  to  restore 
liberty  to  their  county  waged  by  valiant  Lithuanian  warriors  since  the 
destruction  of  the  Polish-Lithuanian  Commonwealth  in  1795.  In  this 
article  the  author  would  like  to  pay  similar  honor  to  the  Polish  and 
Lithuanian  partisans  who  rose  up  in  revolt  against  the  forced 
incorporation  of  their  homeland  into  the  Czarist  Russian  Empire  in 
1863-1864.  Due  to  the  emphasis  on  Lithuania’s  recent  struggles  for 
hberation  and  independence,  the  heroism  of  these  earlier  Lithuanian 
heroes  is  frequently  forgotten.  Still,  the  passage  of  time  has  not 
dimmed  the  fervor  of  their  passion  for  hberty  or  the  glory  of  their 
deeds. 

The  insurrection  began  after  the  Russian  secret  police  learned 
of  pohtical  activities  being  rekindled  among  young  students  after  th§ 
earher-failed  1831  insurrection.  Among  their  many  tactics  instituted  by 
the  Russian  secret  police  was  the  increased  drafting  of  young  Poles 
and  Lithuanians  into  the  Russian  Army.  Struggle  and  confrontation 
with  the  pohce  and  military  became  commonplace  which  eventually 
led  to  the  establishment  of  a National  Central  Committee,  established 
in  Warsaw  on  January  22,  1863.  The  Committee  then  proclaimed  itself 
to  be  a Provisional  National  Government  and  appealed  to  their 
Lithuanian  brothers  to  take  up  arms.  This  call  was  quickly  answered  by 
Lithuanians,  with  insurrection  formations  being  formed  across 
Lithuania. 

One  of  the  most  noted  of  the  partisan  leaders  in  this  area  was 
the  Rev.  Antanas  Mackevicius,  who  took  to  the  field  leading  his  men 
with  a sword  and  bible.  After  defeating  a large  Russian  Army  column 
at  Naujaberze,  on  March  15,  1863,  they  then  liberated  Panevezys  by 
defeating  a stUl  larger  Russian  formation.  This  occurred  on  April  9, 
1863  near  Raguva. 

Colonel  Sigismund  Sierakowski,  a former  Russian  General  staff 
officer  of  Lithuanian  ancestry,  resigned  from  Russian  military  service 
and  joined  the  insurrection.  He  was  soon  appointed  the  supreme 
commander  of  the  Lithuanian  insurgent  forces.  Sierakowski  quickly 


ABOVE:  Insurrection  125th 

Anniversary  Commemorative  Medal 
(Chicago,  1989). 

attempted  an  attack  on  the  nearbv 
Russian  Daugavpils  fortress  in  Latvia, 
seeking  to  spread  the  insurrection  into 
Russia  under  the  banner  of  “Land  and 
Freedom.”  Unfortunately.  the 
weapons  promised  by  insurrection 
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supporters  in  Western  Europe  failed  to  arrive.  Without  these  weapons,  the 
rebels  were  decisively  defeated  on  April  25-27,  1863  in  a battle  at 
Medeikiai,  near  Biriai.  Colonel  Sierakowski  was  wounded  and  captured, 
with  his  forces*  being  scattered  after  a valiant  but  futile  struggle. 
Sieakowski  and  other  rebel  leaders  were  then  taken  to  Vilnius,  tried,  and 
hanged. 

The  medal  illustrated  on  page  1 here  in  The  Knight  was  struck  in 
bronze,  and  measures  70  mm.  in  diameter.  It  was  struck  for  the  Lithuanian 
6th  Study  and  work  Symposium  held  to  commemorate  the  125th 
anniversary  of  the  Insurrection  in  Lithuania.  The  obverse  of  this  medal 
bears  a Vytis  shield,  with  depictions  of  Insurrection  leaders  Rev.  Antanas 
Macke vicius,  and  Colonel  Zigmantas  Sierakauskas.  Their  names  appear 
below  their  side  profile  heads,  surrounded  by  the  inscription  “Lietuvos 
Suldlimo  120  m.  Paminejimui,”  which  translates,  ‘To  Commemorate  the 
125th  Anniversary  of  the  Insurrection  in  Lithuania.” 

The  reverse  of  the  medal  features  a map  of  Lithuania,  with  the 
name  of  the  major  battle  areas  of  the  1863  Insurrection.  Surrounding  the 
map  are  the  various  Lithuanian  Insurrection  dates  1863-4,  1918,  1941,  and 
1944-52.  The  inscription  “Laisve-Mokslas-Kuryba”  means  “Freedom, 
Learning,  and  Creativity.”  In  the  lower  center  portion  of  the  reverse  is 
found  the  name  of  the  issuing  organization,  “VI  Mokslo  ir  Kuybos 
Simpoziumas,”  meaning  “The  6th  Study  and  Work  Symposium,  Chicago, 
Illinois  1989.”  The  designer  is  not  identified  and  no  information  is 
available  concerning  the  number  of  these  beautiful  medals  minted. 

Survivors  under  the  command  of  Rev.  Antanas  Mackevicius 
withdrew  and  continued  a partisan  struggle  in  Samogitia,  fighting  in 
traditional  partisan  fashion.  They  continued  to  engage  smaller  size  Russian 
units  until  Mackevicius  was  captured  in  an  ambush  and  taken  to  Kaunas, 
and  hanged.  The  last  Lithuanian  partisan  attack  on  Russian  forces  occurred 
on  October  12,  1864,  by  a small  band  of  rebels  near  Panevezys.  Russian 
military  documents  record  some  119  clashes  with  rebels  in  the  Kaunas 
region,  38  in  the  Vilnius  region,  and  17  in  Suvalkai.  The  total  rebel 
strength  in  Lithuania  was  probably  no  more  than  15,000  men  who  engaged 
some  90,000  Russian  troops  in  their  struggle  for  freedom.  The  end  of  this 

Insurrection  commenced  with  the  most  brutal  of  all 
Russian  retaliations.  Even  the  Lithuanian  language 
itself  was  outlawed  and  the  Catholic  religion  was 
suppressed.  StiU  the  willingness  of  these  Lithuanians 
to  fight  against  all  odds  would  foster  other  generations 
which  would  eventually  be  more  successful  in 
restoring  the  nation’s  freedom. 

The  1863-64  Insurrection  is  not  only 
remembered  in  Lithuania,  but  the  deeds  of  these 
heroes  are  honored  in  Poland.  Although  few 
photographs  taken  during  the  1863  Insurrection 
survive,  many  historical  illustrations  were  made 
during  the  time  by  Arthur  Grottger  (1837-1867),  a 
noted  Austrian,  who  actually  took  part  in  the  struggle. 


ABOVE:  The  1863  Oath,  and  Uprising  illustrations  from 
Arthur  Grottger’ s “Lithuania”  series.  BELOW:  Polish  stamp 
issued  in  honor  of  Insurrection  artist  Arthur  Grottger . 


A 


Above:  A Polish  1863  Insurrection 
Commemorative  Medal. 


ABOVE:  I20th  Polish-LUhuanian  1863 

Insurrection  Anniversary  Commemorative 
Medal  obverse.  Reverse  illustrated  on  page  7... 


In  the  following  passages,  the  author  will  present  a few  of 
Grottger’s  works  with  corrsponding  issued  commorative  Polish  and 
Lithuanian  medals.  Aside  from  art  works  of  universal  value,  there 
sometimes  appear  drawings  and  photographs  that  have  great  significance 
to  an  individual  or  a nation.  Arthur  Grottger’s  drawings  had  that 
significance  to  the  Polish  and  Lithuanian  nations.  His  first  two  series  of 
drawings  entitled  “Warsaw  I”  and  “Warsaw  11”  were  produced  before  the 
outbreak  of  the  1863  Insurretion,  upon  receipt  of  the  first  reports  of 
street  demonstrations  and  clashes  with  Czarist  police. 

Two  months  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Insurrection,  Grottger 
traveled  to  Lvov  while  in  an  advanced  stage  of  tuberculosis.  He  hoped  to 
observe  firsthand  the  fight  for  freedom,  but  his  friends  convinced  him  of 
his  unrealistic  desire.  Grottger’s  drawings  were  made,  following  detailed 
discussions  with  individuals  involved  in  the  Insurrection.  Grottger  then 
started  a new  series  of  drawings  entitled  “Polonia,”  which  was  widely 
circulated  before  the  final  suppression  of  the  Insurrection  in  1865.  His 
last  two  series,  entitled  “Lithuania”  and  “War”  were  likewise  completed 
before  the  last  partisan  units  were  suppressed  in  Augustove,  Sandomierz, 
and  Samogitia.  Grottger’s  heroes  in  the  last  two  series  are  Lithuanian 
guerillas  fighting  and  dying  for  their  homeland.  He  meticulously  drew 
his  romantic  guerillas  in  native  hunting  jackets  and  ammunition  belts. 
Every  picture  is  a blend  of  faith,  a desire  for  liberty,  and  love  of 
country.  Since  that  time,  Grottger’s  illustrations  have  appeared  as  prints, 
paintings,  stamps,  coins,  and  even  cast  into  commemorative  table  medals. 

This  particular  Polish  medal  illustrated  here  in  the  upper  left  was 
struck  in  bronze,  and  is  70  mm.  in  diameter.  Issued  to  commemorate  the 
January,  1863  Insurection,  the  obverse  features  a raised  relief  of  a 
rendition  of  Grottger’s  Uprising  illustration  from  his  Lithuanian  series. 
The  Polish  inscription  reads  “Powstanie  Styczniowe,”  meaning  “The 
January  Insurrection.”  The  reverse  contains  a raised  1863  Insurrection 
Seal,  featuring  the  Polish  Eagle,  the  Lithuanian  Knight,  and  the 
Ukrainian  Angel,  surrounded  by  the  insurrectionist  motto  “Wolnosc 
Rownosc  Niepodleglosz”  which  translates,  “Liberty,  Equality,  and 
Independence.”  This  medal  was  struck  by  Ptain  and  was  issued  in 
Warsaw  in  1981.  The  author  does  not  have  any  information  concerning 
the  number  of  medals  struck. 

The  final  medal  illustrated,  obverse  lower  left,  was  struck  in 
bronze,  and  also  is  70  mm.  in  diameter.  It  was  issued  to  commemorate 
the  120th  anniversary  of  the  Polish-Lithuanian  1863  Insurrection.  The 
obverse  features  the  Polish-Lithuanian-Ukrainian  coat-of-arms  wiht  the 
insurgent  motto  which  translates,  “Liberty,  Equality,  and  Independence" 
surrounded  by  a Polish  language  inscription  commemoratiting  the 
anniversary.  The  reverse  of  the  medal  contains  a raised  rendition  of 
Grottger’s  Blacksmith  illustration  showing  partisan  blacksmiths  busilv 
working  making  weapons  for  the  Insurrection.  Grottger’s  name  appears 
in  the  rising  smoke  at  the  left  side  of  the  illustration. 

Arthur  Grottger’s  drawings  became  widely  familiar  to  both  Poles 
and  Lithuanians  alike,  and  precious  symbols  of  the  Insurrection.  Looking 
at  his  drawings  became  a ritual  in  the  same  manner  as  listening  to  Adam 

Continued  on  page  1 3. 


COINS  OF  LORD  VLADIMIRAS  ALGIRDAITIS 

(conclusion  from  the  issue) 

It  is  most  probable  that  the  devises  appearing  on  the  obverses  of  Lord 
Vladimiras's  coins  are  Tartar  tamgas  and  thereby  express  the  lowest  degree  of 
submission  to  the  Tartar  Lord  whose  tamga  is  displayed.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  Lord  Vladimiras  ruled  autonimously  and  did  not  want  to 
submit  to  the  authority  of  his  younger  half-brother  jogalia  (Jogaila)  when 
Jogalia  ascented  to  the  Lithuanian  throne  to  become  King  of  Lithuania  on  the 
death  of  their  father  King  Algirdas  in  1377.  It  is  plausable  that  Vladimiras 
would  have  sought  Tartar  alliances  throughout  his  reign  in  Kiev  and  these 
coins  might  be  a record  of  the  Tartar  Lords  with  whom  Lord  Vladimiras  had 
alliances. 

A computer  search  on  the  word  'tamga'  resulted  in  a few  tamgas  which 
were  very  similar  to  those  under  discussion,  e.g.  crosses  (Greek  *4*  , St. 
Andrew's  X/  Passion't,  Apostalic^*);  the  letter  'K'  (7^);  the  device <3;  hearts 
and  inverted  hearts  (^^);  and  a heart  partially  superimposed  on  an  inverted 
heart  (22®))-  What  was  not  found  was  a tamga  which  could  be  viewed  as  a 
heart  totally  superimposed  on  an  inverted  heart  (2^(^)).  However,  the  lin- 
kage between  these  tamgas  and  the  Tartar  Lords  or  the  Tatar  clans  who  used 
them  was  not  found. 

The  finding  that  numerous  crosses  were  used  as  tamgas  by  the  Tartars 
should  caution  us  Lithuanians  not  to  jump  to  the  conclusion  that  crosses  on 
coins  necessarily  mean  that  the  coin  was  issued  by  a Christian. 

The  2^2  tamga  is  of  particular  interest  to  us  since 
it  also  appears  on  a farthing  of  King  Jogalia.  Knowing 
the  owner  of  the  tamga  would  help  date  the  coin  of 
Lord  Vladimiras  and  that  of  King  jogalia.  The  fact 
that  this  tamga  is  a stand-alone  device  on  Lord  Vladimir's 
coin  and  is  the  end  of  a creature's  tail  on  King  jogalia's  coin  is  a topic  outside 
the  scope  of  this  paper. 

During  Lord  Vladimiras  Algirdaitis'  reign  in  Kiev  from  1362  to  1394,  two 
Tartar  Lords  stand  out  as  the  most  likely  candidates  with  whom  both  Lord 
Vladimiras  and  King  Jogalia  would  have  formed  alliances  and  whose  tamga 
would  have  appeared  on  both  Vladimiras's  and  Jogalia's  coins.  The  first  is 
Mamai,  the  de  facto  Supreme  Lord  of  the  autonomous  Blue  Horde  1362-1376 
and  the  de  jure  and  de  facto  Supreme  Lord  from  1379  to  his  death  in 
1380/1381,  shortly  after  the  Battle  of  Kulikova.  The  other  is  Toqtamish 
(Tokhtamysh)  who  united  the  Blue  and  White  Hordes  to  form  the 
Kipchak/Qipchaq  (Golden)  Horde  in  1382.  Toqtamish's  power  decreased 


after  1391  when  the  Tartar  Lord  Timur  defeated  Toqtamish  at  the  Volga. 
Toqtamish  later  asked  for  help  from  Lord  Vytautas.  Toqtamish  lived  till 
1406/1407  when  he  was  killed  in  Siberia  by  Tartar  Lord  Edigu's  men. 

The  first  part  of  Vladimir's  reign  coincided  with  the  period  when  Mamai 
was  the  power  behind  the  12  titular  Lords  of  the  Blue  Horde  (1362-1376).  It 
would  have  been  advantagous  for  Vladimiras  to  have  an  alliance  with  Mamai, 
even  if,  in  the  end,  Vladimiras  sided  with  Dimitri  of  Moscow  during  the  Battle 
of  Kulikova,  September  8,  1380.  But,  King  Jogalia/Jogaila  actually  had  a treaty 
with  Lord  Mamai,  though  Jogalia  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  participate  in  the 
Battle  of  Kulikova,  and  thus  did  have  to  face  the  possibilty  of  fighting  against 
his  two  older  half-brothers  Andriejus,  Lord  of  Pskov,  and  Vladimiras,  Lord  of 
Kiev.  After  the  Battle  of  Kulikova,  Toqtamish  had  Mamai  killed  and  became 
the  Supreme  Lord  of  the  newly  formed  Kipchak/Qipchaq  (Golden)  Horde. 
Clearly,  regardless  of  all  previous  alliances,  after  1380,  it  would  have  been 
advantagous  for  both  Lord  Vladimiras  and  King  Jogalia  to  have  an  alliance 
with  Toqtamish. 

However,  this  does  not  preclude  the  possibility  that  concurrently  or 
sequentially.  Lord  Vladimiras  could  have  had  alliances  with  other  Tartar  Lords 
and  might  have  minted  their  tamgas  on  his  coins  as  power  shifted  from  one 
Tartar  Lord  to  the  other. 

The  suggestion  that  the  tamga  might  belong  to  Genghis  Khan  is  not 
supportable.  The  western  hordes  (Blue,  White,  later  the  Kipchak  (Golden)  and 
even  later  still,  the  Great  Hordes)  were  totally  independent  of  the  Mongol 
Great  Lord,  whose  capital  Genghis  Khan  had  established  in  Kharakhorum  in 
Mongolia  in  1220  but  which  was  moved  in  1271  by  Kublai  Khan  to  Khanbalar 
(now  known  as  Beijing)  in  China.  For  the  western  Tartar  Lords  to  use  the 
tamga  of  Genghis  Khan  on  their  coins  would  have  been  an  expression  of  the 
lowest  form  of  submission  to  the  descendents  of  Genghis  Khan  who  now 
ruling  out  of  China,  and  this  is  not  historical  fact. 

To  the  right  is  a coin  of  Vladimiras  for  compari- 
son with  its  near  contemporaries,  a Genoese  coin 
of  its  trade  colony  of  Kaffa  (now  called  Feodosiya) 
in  Crimea  displaying  the  tamga  of  the  Tartar  Girei 
dynasty,  as  well  as  a Genoese  half-penny  (a  little 
over  11  grains  /0.83  grams/  in  weight,  and  minted  1139  to  1339)  for  use  in 
the  Italian  city  of  Genoa.  Note  the  analogous  use  of  the  tamga  on  coin  of 
Vladimiras  and  the  Kaffa  coin. 


Timur  and  Genghis  Khan  if  we  are  to  make  progress  in  solving  some  of  the 
numisamatic  puzzles  presented  to  us  by  some  or  our  early  Lithuanian  coins. 

COMMENTARY  ON  TITLES  USED  IN  THIS  ARTICLE 

by  Aleksandras  Radzius 

Note  that  jogalia  is  unconditionally  titled  KING.  On  all  surviving  seals  of  Jogalia  with 
a Latin  legend,  he  is  titled  the  REX  of  Lithuania.  REX  in  Latin  translates  into  KING  in 
English  and  historical  data  speaks  for  itself. 

In  period  Slavic  language  chronicles  Vladimiras,  Andriejus,  Mamai,  Toqtmish,  and 
Timur  are  titled  KNIAZ  for  which  there  is  only  one  accurate  translation  - LORD. 

We  must  again  pause  to  address  the  differences  in  period  western  and  eastern 
European  titling  of  nobility,  i.e.,  both  specific  and  non-specific  titles  in  the  west  versus 
only  non-specific  titles  in  the  east.  Examples  of  specific  titles  in  English  are:  KING, 
DUKE,  EARL,  BARON,  KNIGHT.  Specific  titles  draw  a distinction  between  the  sovereign 
and  his  vassals  and  rank  the  vassals.  In  contrast,  non-specific  titles  made  no  distinctions 
between  sovereign  and  his  vassals  and  the  nobles  are  not  ranked.  Examples  of  non- 
specific tiltes  in  western  cultures  are:  LORD  (English),  HERR  (German),  DOMINUS 
(Latin). 

In  Eastern  Europe,  originally  only  non-specific  titles  were  used:  VIESPATS 
(Lithuanian),  KUNGS  (Latvian),  UR  (Hungarian),  KNIAZ  (Slavic),  KHAN 
(Mongolian/Tartar).  It  was  only  with  the  advance  of  Germanic  culture,  first  as 
missionaries,  then  as  traders,  then  as  crusaders,  that  specific  titles  were  introduced  into 
the  Eastern  European  cultures.  With  the  Germanic  culture  came  the  western  version  of 
Christianity  and  the  Latin  language  with  its  specific  and  non-specific  titles. 

It  is  linguistically,  logically  and  historically  acceptable  to  translate  a specific  title  into 
a non-specific  title,  but  the  reverse  must  be  done  with  very  great  care  - if  at  all  ! For 
example,  in  English  GOD,  KING,  DUKE,  EARL,  BARON  or  KNIGHT  can  be  titled  LORD, 
but  on  encountering  the  title  LORD,  one  has  to  have  very  more  information  before 
LORD  can  be  rendered  as  GOD,  KING,  DUKE,  EARL,  BARON  or  KNIGHT. 

In  Lithuania,  this  translational  error  is  first  evident  on  the  seal  of  Lord  Kestutis  where 
KNIAZ  Is  rendered  as  DUX,  instead  of  DOMINUS.  The  error  was  not  then  appreciated 
then  nor  was  it  corrected  subsequently.  Vytautas  compounds  the  error  with  the 
translation  of  KNIAZ  into  German  as  HERZOG,  instead  of  HERR.  On  becoming  the 
sovereign  of  Lithuania,  and  with  jogalia  holding  the  title  of  REX  of  Lithuania,  Vytautas 
introduces  a new  Latin  title  MAGNUS  DUX  for  the  sovereign  of  Lithuania,  based  on  the 
eastern  model  which  in  Slavic  is  VELIKI  I KNIAZ.  Had  Vytautas  introduced  the  correct 
translation,  MAGNUS  DOMINUS  (GREAT  LORD),  much  agony  and  dissatisfaction  for 
the  Lithuanian  nation  would  have  been  avoided. 


Buying  power  of  the  pre-war  litas 


7. 


Recently,  a February  1,  1939  issue  of  'Turizmo 
Zinios'  (Tourism  News)  published  by  the  Swedish 
American  Line  in  New  York  City  has  come  to  our 
attention.  On  page  4 is  a list  a railroad  fares  from 
Klaipeda  to  number  of  cities  in  Lithuania.  Here  is 
a partial  listing. 

Th  is  is  but  a small  glimps  into  what  the  litas  in 
pre-WWII  Lithuania  bought. 

At  the  time,  one  US  dollar  converted  to  about 
1 0 litai.  One  kilometer  is  0.62  of  a mile. 


From 

Klaipeda 

to 

Distance 

(kilometers) 

Ticket 
1st  class 

price  in  litai 

2nd  class  3rd  ch 

Alytus 

462 

59.90 

35.90 

23.90 

jonava 

281 

40.20 

24.10 

16.10 

Kaunas 

323 

45.20 

27.10 

18.10 

Marijampole 

384 

51.50 

30.90 

20.60 

Paneveziai 

240 

34.80 

20.90 

13.90 

Siauliai 

166 

25.50 

15.30 

10.20 

Taurage 

117 

18.00 

10.80 

7.20 

Telsiai 

95 

14.30 

8.60 

5.70 

Vilkaviskiai 

369 

49.40 

29.60 

19.70 

LITHUANIAN-POLISH  1863-1864  INSURRECTION  TABLE  MEDALS  Continued 


from  pg.  3... 

Mickevicius’  poems  about  Lithuania.  The  artist  died  a few  months 
after  completing  his  last  series  at  thirty  years  of  age,  yet  his  name 
will  be  forever  linked  with  the  Lithuanian  struggle  for  freedom. 
Grottger’s  drawings  have  since  been  converted  to  paintings  which 
are  now  displayed  in  museums  around  the  world.  It  is  hoi>ed  that 
this  article  has  increased  our  reader’s  appreciation  of  the  heroic 
struggle  of  these  partisans,  the  artistic  talents  of  Arthur  Grottger, 
and  various  table  medals  issued  in  their  honor.  Each  illustrated 
specimen  would  be  a worthy  addition  to  any  Lithuanian  collection. 

LEFT:  120th  Polish-Lithuanian  1863  Insurrection  Anniversary 

Commemorative  Medal  Reverse. 


NEW  PRESIDENTIAL  MEDAL 
MINTED 

VILNIUS.  FEB  14,  Baltic  News  Service.  “From  now  on, 
Lithuania’s  President  Valdas  Adamkus  will  be  able  to  present 
meritorious  people  with  an  exclusive  award~a  medal  with  his 
own  portrait  and  signature  on  one  side,  and  the  President’s  Palace 
and  the  date  of  inauguration  on  another. 

A hundred  of  the  brass  medals  have  been  coined  already, 
• each  of  them  priced  at  149  litas  (EUR  43),  the  daily  Lietuvos 
Rytas  has  reported. 

A medal  identical  to  the  one  designed  by  artist  Giedrius 
Paulauskis,  only  gold-plated  and  made  of  silver,  was  given  to 
Adamkus  las  year  on  the  occasion  of  his  80th  birthday  by  his 
advisors. 

The  so-called  Presidential  Medal,  which  is  awarded  to 
high-ranking  guests  or  leaders  of  foreign  countries  during  state 
visits,  dates  back  to  the  time  of  Algirdas  Brazauskas,  the  first 
President  of  the  Independent  Lithuania.” 


THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  29,  No.  4, 
Issue  #155.  March- April  2007.  The  official 
publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association.  Aleksandras  Radzius, 
Baltimore,  MD,  DIRECTOR.  Frank  Passic, 
Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR. 

Subscription/membership  to  Volume 
29  (5  issues)  a donation  of  $25  or  more. 
Write:  Alex  Radzius,  Lithuanian 

Numismatic  Association,  P.O.  Box  22696, 
Baltimore,  MD  21203.  E-mail: 
Lithnumis@hotmatl.com 

EDITOR’S  ADDRESS:  Frank 

Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  Ml  49224. 
Albionfp@hotmail.com 

FOR  BACK  ISSUES:  Write:  Sarunas 
Mingela,  46707  Stratford  Court,  Northville. 
MI  48167.  The  LNA  is  a member  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association 
C- 117903. 


s. 


SCHEINFELD  DP  CAMP  MONEY  VARIETY  REPORTED 


UMRRA  669  DAUNYS,SCHEINFELD 


08?S 


'1 946 


STOVYKLOS  PINIGAI  ^ 


UNRRA  TEAM  569  , SCHEINFELD 


CAMP  MONEYS 


UMRRA  569  DALINYS, SCHEINFELD 


Collector  Ramunas 
Kvietkauskas  has  sent  us  a 
copy  of  his  $1  Scheinfeld 
1946  Lithuanian  DP  Camp 
Money  note  he  recently 
acquired.  There  are  two 

This  particular  note 
has  a 4-digit  red  serial ' 
number,  whereas  those 
illustrated  or  reported  before 
bear  a 5-digit  number.  This 
obviously  was  one  of  the 
earlier  notes  numbered. 

In  addition,  the 
UNRRA  stamp  has  been 
stamped  on  the  Lithuanian 
side  of  the  note.  Those 
reported  previously  have  had 
the  UNRRA  stamp  on  the 
English  language  side  of  the 
note. 

Collectors:  Check 
your  Scheinfeld  $1  notes. 
Do  yours  match  those  of 
Ramunas’  new  note 
(illustrated  on  top),  or 
those  of  yours  truly? 
(illustrated  below)  Let  us 
know  either  way. 


AT  LEFT:  Normally 
reported  5-digit  serial 
number  and  stamp 
placements. 


From  'Lictuvos  Zinios'  (Lithuania's  News),  January  1,  2006. 

Lithuania  is  seen  as  too  poor  for  the  euro 

Lithuania  and  Estonia  are  still  too  poor  to  have  the  euro,  and  that  may  be  the  real 
reason  that  they  might  not  be  accepted  into  the  euro  zone  on  January  1,  2007,  even 
though  both  countries  expect  a positive  decision. 

This  was  the  editorial  evaluation  in  the  British  merchantile  newspaper  'The  Financial  Times'  . 
According  to  the  paper,  Slovenia  can  expect  to  introduce  the  euro  since  it  is  somewhat  richer,  it 
is  richer  than  Portugal.  However,  according  to  'The  Financial  Times',  neither  the  European 
Commission  nor  the  European  Central  Bank  will  state  this  reason  why  these  nations  will  not  be 
able  to  meet  the  euro  zone  criteria. 

Inflation  is  only  an  excuse 

"Looking  at'  Lithuanian  and  Estonian  indicators,  the  situation  looks  bad"  Carl  Heinz  Crasser, 
Austrian  Finance  Ministe,  and  this  year's  President  of  the  European  Parliament  said  last  week.  In 
his  opinion,  only  Slovenia  has  a good  chance  to  become  a member  of  the  euro  zone  in  2007. 

According  to  'The  Financial  Times'  Crasser  mentioned  Lithuania's  and  Estonia's  inflation 
indicators  which  are  just  above  the  mean  for  the  euro  zone.  However  this  rise  was  determined  by 
oil  price  increases,  and  their  overall  inflation  level  is  approaching  that  of  European  Union 
countries. 

Also,  the  increase  in  inflation  was  stimulated  by  the  so-called  Balasso-Samuelson  effect:  the 
difference  between  levels  of  productivity  of  the  export  and  production  for  internal  consumption 
workers,  but  having  about  equal  salary  levels  could  add  an  average  of  1 to  3%  to  the  inflation 
rate. 

By  considering  these  influences  on  inflation  indicators  in  the  two  Baltic  countries,  there  should 
be  no  concern  either  for  them  or  for  the  members  of  the  euro  zone.  However  the  later  do  not 
want  to  admit  these  countries  for  other  reasons,  thus  it  is  convenient  for  them  to  use  the  inflation 
criteria.  According  to  'The  Financial  Times',  Crasser  and  his  colleagues  are  using  other  reasons  to 
block  Lithuanian  and  Estonia  entry  into  the  euro  zone. 

Important  criteria  are  not  considered 

The  newspaper  states  that,  there  are  other  economic  reasons  why  Lithuania  and  Estonia  should 
delay  the  introduction  of  the  euro,  not  the  inflation  criteria. 

The  basis  for  acceptance  into  the  euro  zone  is  based  on  various  criteria  of  the  1993  Mastricht 
Treaty.  However,  according  to  the  newspaper,  they  were  not  acceptable  then,  nor  now.  The  five 
criteria  are:  inflation,  short  term  interest  rates,  national  debt,  general  debt  level,  and  stability  of 
the  currency.  However,  the  basic  reason  why  these  criteria  are  not  acceptable  for  determining  a 
countries  acceptability  to  the  euro  zone  is  because  they  do  not  consider  realistic  economics  - lack 
of  employment  opportunity,  the  workplace  environment  and  salaries. 

The  authors  of  the  Mastrickt  Treaty  sought  to  make  their  criteria  not  have  a double  standard. 
However,  countries  wishing  to  satisfy  the  arbitrary  criteria,  tried  various  accounting  tricks  and  the 
European  Union  has  finally  came  face-to-face  with  what  it  tried  to  avoid  - a bias  in  the  selection 
of  new  member  nations 

"With  a rapid  increase  in  the  workforce  of  Eastern  Europe,  the  process  of  a realistic 
convergence  of  the  East  and  the  West  will  not  take  a long  time",  writes  the  newpaper.  Thus, 
according  to  'The  Financial  Times'  membership  for  Lithuanian  and  Estonia  in  the  euro  zone  ma\ 
be  delayed  a couple  of  years,  but  the  European  Union  is  avoiding  speaking  about  the  convergence 
and  is,  rather,  presenting  the  false  arguments  about  inflation. 


10.  WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

WANTED:  Picture  postcards  of  Lithuania, 
Klaipeda/Memel,  pre-1941  only.  J.R.  Greene,  26 
Bearsden  Road,  Athol,  MA  01331. 

WANTED:  Lithuanian  coins  prior  to  1708, 
especially  gold.  Please  write  with  what  you  have 
for  sale.  Tony  Tumonis,  P.O.  Box  89792,  Tucson, 
AZ  85752.  E-mail:  Lith57@aol.com. 

STOLEN  ITEM  RECOVERED 
Dr.  Audrius  Plioplys  of  Chicago  has 
reported  the  recovery  of  his  Novogrod  grivna 
which  was  stolen  in  December,  2005. 


LETTERS 

Don’t  just  have  meetings  in  Chicago,  Detroit,  or 
Baltimore.  There  are  alot  of  Lithuanian-Americans  in  New 
England.  How  about  a meeting  at  the  large  Boston  Com 
Show  (usually  in  March  and  November)?  -J.R-  Greene, 
Athol,  MA. 

[Editor’s  note:  Yes,  we  would  like  to  have  another 
LNA  meeting  in  Boston  again.  It  takes  a leader  in  that 
area  to  put  one  together  including  the  logistics  with  the 
local  club/event  coordinator.  If  any  of  our  New  England 
members  would  Uke  to  schedule  an  LNA  meeting,  let  us 
know,  and  we  will  work  with  you  on  the  details.] 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  BANK  OF  LITHUANIA  WEBSITE;  www.lbank.lt 


3.  Approval  of  the  Description  of  the  Coin  Design  Procedure 


February  1,  2007. 


The  Board  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  approved  the  Description  of  the  Coin  Design  Procedure.  It  will  replace  the  current 
Procedure  for  the  Organisation  of  Litas  and  Cent  Coin  Design. 


The  new  document  includes  and  describes  the  early  stages  of  coin  design  (idea  generation  and  creation  of  sketches), 
which  were  not  regulated  up  to  now,  defines  the  manner  of  creation  of  graphic  designs  and  plaster  models  more 
comprehensively  and  the  way  of  its  evaluation  and  payment  for  it.  The  role  of  the  Currency  Design  and  Production 
Commission  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  in  the  creation  of  the  coins  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  was  also  described. 

It  was  established  that  the  creation  of  coins  is  initiated  by  the  Cash  Department  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  through  the 
said  Commission. 

Programme  of  Issue  of  Commemorative  Coins  in  2007 


1.  Coin  for  participation  in  the  International  program  "The  Smallest 
Gold  Coins  of  the  World.  History  of  Gold". 

Denomination  10  litas 
Gold  Au  999.9 
Diameter  13.92  mm 
Weight  1.244  g 
Quality  proof 

The  edge  of  the  coin  is  rimmed 
Mintage  up  to  15,000  pieces* 

To  be  issued  in  the  first  quarter  of  2007 
* 4, 000  coins  will  be  sold  in  Lithuania 

2.  Coin  dedicated  to  Panemuni  Castle  (from  the  series  "Historical 
and  Architectural  Monuments  of  Lithuania"). 

Denomination  50  litas 
Silver  Ag  925 
Diameter  38.61  mm 
Weight  28.28  g 
Quality  proof 

The  words  on  the  edge  of  the  coin 
Mintage  3,500  pieces 

To  be  issued  in  the  second  quarter  of  2007 


3.  Coin  from  series  dedicated  to  mark  the  1000  years  anniversary  of 
the  mention  of  the  name  of  Lithuania. 

Denomination  100  litas 
Gold  Au  999.9 
Diameter  22.30  mm 


